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MANAGER OF YEAR 
Molitor chosen best in AL 


WEDNESDAY 
November 15, 2017 


SPORTS 
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JIMMY LIVE IN MPLS. 


For Super Bowl night show 
FACES 


38° 2 26° 


Mostly cloudy today 
with cold on the way. B8 


TOP NEWS 


SCHOOL 
MASSACRE 
FOILED 


Northern Califor- 
nia shooter kills 
four during ram- 
page before police 
kill him. A5 


Sessions says 
he’s truthful 
The attorney gen- 
eral said he never 
has lied about 
Trump-Russia. A4 


Digital pill 
sparks worry 
FDA OKs medicine 
that will monitor 
patients. A2 


Auditor calls 
out Rochester 
Council, mayor 
meals called abuse 
of public funds. B2 


GOP seeking 
Moore solution 
Republican lead- 
ers are hoping 
President Trump 
can solve the Roy 
Moore issue. A4 


LOCAL NEWS 


Super Bowl 
limits LRT 
The Blue Line 
will be limited to 
game-day ticket 
holders. B1 


Schoen faces 
new allegation 
State senate 
employee says 
DFLer sent lewd 
picture to her. B1 


SPORTS 


Wild stays hot, 
wins again 
Minnesota shuts 
out Philadel- 

phia for its third 
straight victory. C1 


Towns turning 
heads, and 22 
Wolves’ birthday 
baller is putting up 
crazy numbers. C3 


BUSINESS 


Woodbury 
lands a Costco 
On Wednesday, 
East Side residents 
will be filling carts 
closer to home. D1 


VARIETY 


Should I spy 
on my kids? 
More parents are 
monitoring kids’ 
social media, inter- 
net behavior. E1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 


A Scrabble cham- 
pion (yup,it’s a 
thing) is banned 
for cheating. You’ve 
done it, too. You 
know you have. A2 


150 YEARS A 1887-2017 


LEFT TO SUFFER 


A special report 


SPEAK UP, AND 


State lacks laws to protect seniors from retaliation 


Fourth in a five-part series by CHRIS SERRES * Photos by DAVID JOLES œ Star Tribune staff 


stelle Schaust thought she was being helpful. 
On the veranda of her senior home in 


complaints to the state Department of Health encoun- 
ter dead ends and delays, according to a Star Tribune 


Champlin, she scooped up a large ashtray 

full of cigarette butts, placed them ina plas- 

tic bag, then knotted it around the doorknob 
of the manager’s office. She then taped the facility’s 
“No Smoking” policy to the bag. 

Schaust, who is 84, suffers from a pulmonary condi- 
tion so severe that a doctor ordered her to avoid smoke. 

The next day, she said, she and her husband, Math- 
ias, were summoned to the manager’s office and given 
a scolding. 

When the couple pointed out that the facility’s rules 
ban smoking, the administrator threatened to evict 
them for “misbehaving” and “stirring up trouble,” the 
couple told the Star Tribune. 

“We were petrified,” Estelle Schaust said. “We were 
being labeled as troublemakers and had nowhere else 


review of public documents. Yet when they take their 
complaints directly to the management of their care 
homes, many find themselves facing retaliation, even 
the threat of eviction. 

Statewide, complaints about involuntary discharges 
and transfers from senior care facilities have surged 50 
percent since 2012, according to public records. They 
are now the top reported grievance, with more than 
600 complaints lodged in 2016. 

Compounding the problem: Minnesota’s consumer 
protection laws have failed to keep pace with rapid 
changes in residential care for seniors, and in fact have 
fallen behind those of many other states. 

Inthe past decade, hundreds of assisted-living facil- 
ities have sprung up in Minnesota, accepting residents 
with acute health problems, including dementia. With 


to go.” 


Across Minnesota, families who take maltreatment 


about 65,000 beds, these facilities now serve more 
See ABUSE on A6> 


‘LABELED AS TROUBLEMAKERS’ 


Mathias and Estelle Schaust, both in their 80s, lived with the worry that they'd be kicked out of their senior 
housing because of their complaints. There are few protections for residents of assisted-living facilities. 


Ex-Shakopee 
school chief 
faces charges 


By LIZ SAWYER 
liz.sawyer@startribune.com 


Former Shakopee Schools 
Superintendent Rod Thompson 
racked up more than $30,000 in 
personal expenses on his dis- 
trict credit card, using public 
funds to splurge on sports mem- 
orabilia, first-class airfare, con- 
cert tickets and an Xbox game 
system, according to charges 
filed Tuesday in Scott County 
District Court. 

Over a six-year period, the 
embattled schools chiefused an 
assortment of schemes to make 
hundreds of personal purchases 
onthe district’s dime, said Scott 
County Attorney Ron Hocevar. 

Thompson, 52, turned him- 
self in to authorities Tuesday 

See THOMPSON on Al0 > 


WALKER BOSS RESIGNS 
AFTER A TENSE YEAR 


Story by JENNA ROSS and ROHAN PRESTON ° Photo by AARON LAVINSKY ° Star Tribune staff 


Olga Viso is stepping down as executive 
director of the Walker Art Center after a chal- 
lenging year marked by the debut of a color- 
ful new campus and searing protests over a 
controversial sculpture. 

Ina surprise announcement Tuesday, the 
Walker said Viso, who has led the interna- 
tionally known center since 2008, will leave 
by year end. 

Four sources close to the board charac- 
terized her resignation as the end result of 
a monthslong process fueled by unusually 
high turnover among Walker staff and dem- 
onstrations against the “Scaffold” sculpture 
that delayed the gala opening of the Minne- 
apolis Sculpture Garden last spring. 

The departure is “Olga’s decision,” said 
Walker spokeswoman Rachel Joyce, but the 
board is “in strong agreement that the timing 
is right. Olga certainly feels that way.” 

The June reopening of the expanded 

See VISO on A10 > 


Olga Viso, who resigned Tuesday, came to 
the Walker as executive director in 2008. 


GOP using 
tax bill to 
undercut 


health law 


Individual mandate repeal 
would free up $300B, but 
13M would lose insurance. 


By MIKE DEBONIS and DAMIAN 
PALETTA ¢ Washington Post 


WASHINGTON - Senate 
Republican leaders are adding 
a provision to their tax bill that 
would undermine the Afford- 
able Care Act, a major change 
of strategy as they now try to 
accomplish two of their top 
domestic priorities in a single 
piece of legislation. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., said 
Tuesday that the tax bill will 
now seek to repeal the Afford- 
able Care Act’s individual 
mandate, a central piece of the 
health care law that compels 
most Americans to buy health 
insurance or pay a fine. 

Repealingthe mandate would 
free up more than $300 billion 
in government funding over 
the next decade that Republi- 
cans could use to finance their 
proposed tax cuts, but it would 
cause 13 million fewer people to 
have health insurance, accord- 
ing to projections from the non- 
partisan Congressional Budget 
Office. 

Attempting to use the tax bill 
to repeal the mandate marks 
an abrupt shift in strategy as 
Republicans attempt to use a 
slim Senate majority to pass a 

See TAXES on A5 » 


WHAT IT MEANS 

e Dropping the ACA’s individual 
mandate would save the 
federal government $300 bil- 
lion over a decade, as it would 
spend less on subsidies. 

*The move would lead to 13 
million fewer people having 
health insurance in a decade. 

GOP leaders have different 
ideas on what they would do 
with the freed-up money. 


Higher-ed 
chiefs decry 
GOP tax plan 


They say Minn. students, 
schools would take a hit. 


By MAYA RAO 
maya.rao@startribune.com 


WASHINGTON - Minneso- 
ta’s most prominent colleges 
and universities are raising 
alarms about the tax overhaul 
that Republicans are pushing 
through Congress, saying it 
would make it harder to offer 
financial assistance to low- 
income students, fund research 
and pay for academic buildings. 

A provision in the plan, 
which the House is expected to 
vote on Thursday, would strike 
atax deduction for student loan 
interest that could have an out- 
sized impact on Minnesota. The 
state ranks fifth in the nation for 
the size of residents’ student 
loan debt; 69 percent of Minne- 
sotans with at least a bachelor’s 
degree have college debt, at a 
median level of $25,989. (The 
Senate version of the proposal 
preserves the deduction.) 

“That’s the biggest piece here 
that you kind of go, ‘Whoa,’” 
said Larry Pogemiller, com- 
missioner of the state’s Office 

See STUDENTS on A5> 
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